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One of Bella Vista's many clubs
held its first face-to-face meeting
since February last week, with
social distancing and  masks,
The Butterfield Trails Chapter of
Questers International was also
celebrating its A0th anniversary

The group metin the back room
of the Bella Vista History Museum
which has been closed since the
coronavirus threat developed last
spring. It was a group of about 13,
with chairs spaced out for social
distancing. Members received a
snack as they left the museum,
but food was not served during
the meeting,

Questers International started
i 1941 when Jessie Elizabeth
Brden bought an antique syrup
pitcher and put it on her desk
al the Red Cross office, state
president Esther Osbahr told the
group. When her co-workers be-
gan asking about the pitcher and
eventually bringing some of their
own antiques to display on their
own desks, Barden realized that
many people were interested in
antiques.

Iiventually, Barden organized a
group of 14 for a “show and tell” at
her home and the club was born.
Their mission statement is about
education “with respect to places,
objects or events of historical sig-
nificance.”

Two chapters formed in Bella
Vista in 1980, but the Blowing
Springs chapter disbanded earlier
this year. The Trail of Tears chapter
is also in Bella Vista; that one was
organized in 1979.
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Xyla Lueas, president of the Bella Vista Historical Socioty and a member of Questers, leads a taur of
the Summit Camotary last week as the Butterfield Trails chaptor af Quosters Intermational calebrates 40

years

Usually, meetings are monthly
with one member presenting on
ahistory topie. Last week, Osbahr
announced that member Camile
Hatcher received an award for
her presentation about the Elaine
Mansacre,

Alter the meeting, Hatcher
explamed that in 2019 she stum-
bled on a news story that said the
100th anniversary of the Elaine
Massacre was coming up. She
innediately began planning her
presentation.

| e IFlaine Massacre in Septem-
ber 1919 happened when Black
shurectoppers who had  been
treated unfairly tried to organize
a unlon, Shots were fired when

the sharecroppers met i local
church and the shurecioppens
fired back, killing [ive wihilte e

In response, hundicds of white
men from the region (aok partin
three-day killing spree with more
than 200 men, wonici and chil
dren killed. Homes andl o school
were burned.

Twelve Black men were arrested
for the killings ol the five white
men. They were tortured and six
pleaded guilty. Their cases lasted
five and a half years and made
their way to the Supreme Court,
Eventually, they weie iet fiee,

Quester chapters alten have
projects. The Butterfield Trails
chapter has been watking with

the Graverte Musewm to furnish
(he historie Kindley Flouse, press
ident Betsy Mertz sald, As that
project winds down, the chapter
may be looking for anather proj-
actto take up

Xyta Lucas, president ol the
Bella Vista  Historical  Soclety,
fold the group about the Summit
Cemetory, located near the Mel
field Clubhouse The Fhistorical
Society now owns the dacie site
which mcludes the toundation of
the old commumnity budlding The
Dudlding served an both o chieh
and a school, but the school was
consolidated o the Bentanville
School Disteictm 190 aned - alten
some rescearch - the Hhistorical

Soclety found that the school
district took over the ownership
ol the land around it at that e
Two years ago, representatives
of the district signed a quitclaim
deed to give the land to the His
torical Society,

Although the city of Bolla Vista
does some mowing af the ceme
tery, volunteers also work on the
grounds. Recently, small white
crosses were added to mark cach
grave, The most recent burial i
the cemetery was in 1952, hut
some graves are decorated cach
Memorial Day. Lucas doesn'
know who decorates the graves
but assumes some family mein
bers remain in the area

No one knows exactly how
many graves there are or who they
belong (o, Lucas sakd She hopes
to bring in professionals who can
survey (he grovnd and fid un
marked graves i the aren

The ‘Trail of Tears Chapter has
been helping at the Carmibile Cermn
etery in Centorton, Cshbalin satd
It's the family commeteny for e
ber of the Buttertield group, Betsy
Meek, and shie bs ane ol it caretak
ers. She took the jab over when hier
mother died Bt cidit realize how
much work sl was kg on

The Gamble Cometery 1 now
surrounded by residentinl devel
opments and fas sulfered rom
vandalism, The Tral ol Tears
Chapter has helped pny for sorme
monuments to e repaied

No deciston wan made by (e
Butterficld group abiout o project
or aboul future meetings ke
many others i the area, the
Questers are walting until the
coronavirtis s no longer a thireat




